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A PRIMER
Interstate Water Resource Management
Agreements and Organizations

Introduction

Interstate, watershed-based management organizations have flourished over the past
seventy years, and the role of these organizations has cvolved considerably. These
organizations address problems that transcend political boundaries and functional
responsibilities. Water supply crises and disagreements, complex point- and non-
point source pollution problems, ecological restoration, public health threats,
protection of commercially significant resources, and climate change are among
the growing number of cross-boundary challenges that suggest a growing role for
interstate organizations with significant third party authority.

At their most basic level, these institutions provide an opportunity to overcome
the parochialism and boundaries that can inhibit traditional agencies whose
responsibilities are defined by geo-political boundaries and a “stovepipe” approach
to the assignment of resource management issucs. Whether national policies
or prioritics are clear or ill-defined for a given issue, watershed and interstate
organizations typically follow a collaborative, ecosystem approach that infuses
local values and innovative methods, along with additional sources of funding.

A variety of widely divergent forms, functions and authorities have cvolved to
mect specific needs, including interstate compacts, interstate associations, federal-
state partnerships, and federal-interstate compacts. The interstate and watershed
organizations in cxistence today range from low budget, ad hoc arrangements
without regulatory authority, to treaty- or legislative-based commissions with
large staffs, significant funding, and a range of planning, regulatory and financing
authorities. They represent an adaptive means for cnsuring cooperative action
among the states.

This primer provides an overview of five types of interstate arrangements that are
organized according to levels of authority and dcfined purposes in water resource
agement between b,

T states:
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