
Wisconsin Water Use
Data and maps



Great Lakes Compact

• Went into effect in 2008
• Ban on water diversions 

out of the basin
• Registering and reporting 

large groundwater and 
surface water 
withdrawals is required
• Annual water use fees
• Wisconsin has an active 

Water Use program



Wisconsin 
Water Use
Data and 
Maps

• High capacity well owners & property 
owners who withdraw surface water report 
their water use each year.  They can report 
online, or using a paper form.
• The public can see water use data via. a 

public website.  
• The public can also browse data through a 

map viewer.
• Once a year, our program produces a report 

summarizing the data.
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https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html


Public query tool

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html




Pubic Map Viewer

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/data.html














Central Sands Lake Study

A multi-year study, mandated by the Wisconsin 
Legislature.  The study will include the use of 
a groundwater flow model to evaluate cumulative 
impacts from existing and potential groundwater 
withdrawals on the three lakes.

The DNR will determine if there is the potential for 
significant impacts to the lake's average seasonal 
levels as a result of groundwater withdrawals.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/wells/HighCap/CSLSModel.html


Great Lakes Commission Annual Reporting



Great Lakes Commission Annual Report

https://waterusedata.glc.org/annualreports.php

https://waterusedata.glc.org/annualreports.php


Annual Water Use Report

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/WithdrawalSummary.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/WithdrawalSummary.html



















