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Wyoming  
River Basin 
Planning

� Inform state water policy 
and project development

�Provide a proactive stance 
in the legal arena

�Provide an opportunity for 
local input on water policy 
and projects

Basin Planning Mission Statement: Develop 
essential information concerning the current status and 
future availability of water resources in Wyoming
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Why All the 
Planning?

41-2-109. Water resources plans; contents.

(a) The water resources plans shall, to the extent deemed 
practical:

(i) Identify, describe and inventory the occurrence, 
amounts, availability and quality of water resources….

(ii) Identify and describe prospective needs and 
demands for water and opportunities for water development…

(iii) Identify and specify for each plan appropriate state, 
regional and local goals and objectives for management of water 
resources…

(iv) Evaluate and compare prospective and anticipated 
uses and projects…
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Previous 
Planning
Efforts

�The State has gone through two cycles of 
planning.
�First round took place between 2001 – 2006
�Second round took place between 2010 –

2018
�Resulted in lots of valuable information 

AND………..
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Previous  
Planning
Efforts



The	Path	Forward
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How is  the 
process  
changing?

Modernize: 
new data 
products, 
improved 

presentation 
& access

Decision 
Support: 

consistent 
and credible 
information

Lower cost: 
Basin 

Planning & 
Level 1 

projects

Adaptive:

to local needs
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Water Data 
Products, 
Delivery and 
Presentation 
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POU ¼ ¼ 
combined 
with 2007 
Irrigated 

Lands

NDVI 
(thresholds, 
timeframes, 

veg types 
adjusted)

Estimate of 
Irrigated 
Lands by 

Basin-2000 to 
Present

Estimating Irrigated Lands 



Industrial
Municipal 

and 
Domestic

Agricultural

Water 
Use 

Index



Water Use Index

• Agriculture

• Industrial 

• Municipal



Water 
Reporting –

Decision 
Makers
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Improved 
Water Data 
Delivery and 
Presentation 
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Improved 
Access 
…Timely  
Reporting 
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2020 
Aging 
Infrastructure 
Survey

�Survey requested by Legislative Joint Agriculture, 
State and Public Lands & Water Resources 
Committee

�Objective: to try and better understand the condition 
of aging infrastructure in Wyoming

�Sent to 116 entities via email

�Entities asked to complete survey based on capacity 
of system
�Small (50-100 cfs)
�Medium (100-200 cfs)
�Large (> 200 cfs)
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What is next?

What’s Next?



Contact:
Water Development Office 
307-777-7626

Jodee Pring jodee.pring@wyo.gov
Mabel Jones    mabel.jones1@wyo.gov
Mike Robertson mike.robertson1@wyo.gov


